
BC Colleges FACTS
BC Colleges DELIVER

bccolleges.ca

The median wage for 2015 apprenticeship 

graduates who worked fulltime  $32/per hour

College diploma 

graduates average 
earnings  
after graduation

$524,000
additional 
lifetime 
earnings

from completion of a registered 
apprenticeship certificate 
(over what they would make with a high 
school diploma) - BC Stats

The total effect of BC colleges 
on the business community in British Columbia is 

$7.8 billion (EMSI).

For every $1 students invest in BC colleges,  

they receive a cumulative $3.10 in higher future 
earnings over the course of their working careers

93%  
of BC’s 

college 
graduates  
live, work,  

& pay tax  
in BC 

INVESTMENT RETURNS:

BC Colleges
#201-534 Pandora Avenue, Victoria BC  V8W 1N6 

250-595-4866

Provincial 
taxpayers 
receive an internal  
rate of return of 

11.9% 
on their 
investment  
in BC colleges

$34,000 
1st year

$54,000 
after 8 years

College of
New Caledonia
www.cnc.bc.ca

Connect with us!

ACCESSIBLE. AFFORDABLE. APPLIED.

@bccolleges

ACCESSIBLE. AFFORDABLE. APPLIED.



DID YOU KNOW? There are 11,550 Indigenous 
students at BC Colleges, representing 9% of 
domestic students (2015/2016 Academic year).
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BC Colleges represent the province’s ten public,  
post-secondary colleges by advancing policies and 
awareness campaigns that help produce the highly skilled 
workforce essential to prosperity in British Columbia. 

We help colleges achieve effective partnerships and 
investments with business, governments and key 
stakeholders. Together, we are committed to a British 
Columbia where everyone has the opportunity to succeed 
through accessible, affordable and applied education. 

BC COLLEGES SOME FACTS... career professional credentials,  
university transfer courses,  

technology, technical and trades training

BC’S COLLEGES DELIVER...
BC’s colleges have an outstanding reputation for teaching 
excellence and accessible, affordable, and applied programs 
suited to students of all ages. Our smaller class sizes, flexible 
admissions, and University transfer programs are just a few of 
the reasons BC’s colleges are a smart choice.

Plus a wide range of programs involving applied use  
of new technologies, including coding.

BY THE NUMBERS...
Number of students attending courses in...

Business & Management -  20,000+  
Health Care -  13,000+  
Engineering & Applied Sciences -  12,000+  

affordable close-to-home education  
that is directly linked to in-demand jobs  

and employer’s needs

co-op education and internships with  
local business partners, including problem 

solving applied research projects

most college graduates 
study, stay and  
work in their  

home community.

Approximately 6,000 students transfer annually to BC’s 
research universities  

Transfer students are successful in their university courses, and 
in completing their degrees: 67% of all transfer students 
complete their degree 3 or 4 years after transferring

International students from more than 80 countries add to the 
cultural diversity and financial sustainability of our colleges. 

93%+ of recent graduates are satisfied or very satisfied with their 
college education. They felt well prepared for work or further studies

We award over 13,000 post-secondary credentials each year

ACCESSIBLE 
British Columbia’s public colleges have been at the heart of BC’s 
post-secondary education system for over 50 years. We deliver 
over 250 programs to more than 125,000 students annually 
through campuses and learning centres in over 60 communities.  

AFFORDABLE 
Tuition at our colleges is affordable – students pay significantly 
less than at a university while the credits earned are transferable to 
university. We deliver certificate, diploma, trades, applied degrees, 
and post degree credentials that are in high demand by employers.
Student supports, including financial aid and scholarship 
opportunities, make obtaining post-secondary credentials a  
reality for our students. 

APPLIED 
Industry experienced instructors deliver an extensive range 
of employer relevant applied education programs designed 
specifically for jobs and vocations. By 2027, 42% of all in-demand 
job openings across BC will be in occupations like: Health Care, 
Hospitality, Business, Administration, Sales, Construction, 
Transportation, Accounting, and New Technologies – positions 
that require college program certification. 

APPLIED RESEARCH & INNOVATION  
Embracing the Future of Work

Students engaged in applied research projects gain advanced 
skills, knowledge and expertise valued by employers. Faculty 
guide students in their path to success through facilitating and 
leading research projects using their real world experience, while 
providing work experience and practical learning for students. 
Local businesses across the province also benefit by having 
access to the latest knowledge and technologies. 

INDIGENOUS STUDENTS
Colleges - Committed to Serving the Needs of All Students

BC’s colleges actively encourage and support Indigenous 
students to join programs and succeed on whatever pathway 
they choose. Located close to many Indigenous communities, 
colleges build and strengthen respectful relationships and 
provide educational opportunities that help redress the 
historical and continued barriers that Indigenous peoples have 
faced in pursuing post-secondary education. 

We have staff dedicated to Indigenous education, elders 
who provide wisdom and support, and Aboriginal Gathering 
Places to help celebrate and create a welcoming environment 
for all Aboriginal students.

DID YOU KNOW? 55% of students at BC Colleges are 
female? (*Average for academic years 2012/13 to 2015/16).

DID YOU KNOW? Over the next 10 years, 78% of all 
jobs in BC will require a post-secondary education.

The Conference Board estimates… skills and education 
deficits cost B.C. up to $4.7 billion annually in foregone 
GDP. BC Colleges provide the relevant upgrading and skills 
training needed to address this issue - helping students from 
all walks of life to prepare for future success.


